MISSION POSSIBLE

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT,
NORRLYN-MICHAEL ALLEN

Summer Camp Keeps Kids Engaged and Having Fun
During the Summer Months

Junior at Michigan State University

The Club was busy during the summer months, serving 239 members in July
alone. The Club provides several programs to keep our kids engaged and safe.
Highlights include:

I initially became involved with the boys and girls club at the age of 11, I was playing for the Wildcats, a basketball team involved in a 6th grade middle school league with DMBGC. I eventually continued to come for hoop
sessions and built rapport with staff and members.

IMC Event “Miseducation of Hip-Hop”
20 Club members were able to express themselves vocally through dance, song
and artistic expression. Participating in a two-day workshop, these members
learned about the history of hip-hop and its cultural context before creating and
performing a dance routine at the DMBGC Talent Show.

One of my favorite parts of the DMBGC was representing the Club during the African-American Male Teen Summit. Here, I thrived in levels of discomfort and leadership, challenging myself within several seminars and leading
a group comprised of many peers older than myself and few younger.
I’m now studying Human Development and Family Studies at Michigan State University with the help of the Club.
As I was leaving, I could not afford to purchase a backpack for college and Mr. Banks stepped in, provided me
with a backpack and asked me to speak about my time at the Club as payment. It takes a village to raise a child
and Don Moyer has been one for me.

Apagar Farms/Young Entrepreneurs Corn Selling Program
30 Club members sold more than $600 worth of corn during their visit to Apgar
Farm. Members were able to learn about corn growing and the machinery to maintain a farm operation prior to showing off their entrepreneurial corn selling skills.
Willow Creek Farm Visits
Over 125 Club members had the unique opportunity to spend lots of time at
Willow Creek Farm. Members engaged in learning about farm animals, how to care
for animals on a farm and each animals impact on the environment. Members and
staff received hay rides, horseback rides and were able to feed and pet the animals.

C-U CHANGE HELPS YOUTH OVERCOME THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP
C-U Change Helps Youth Overcome the Achievement Gap
The Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club is initiating a new program to provide
support to youth grades 9 -12 who have been impacted by the juvenile justice
system and/or with social, emotional or behavioral challenges.

Health & Wellness Fun Day
120 Club members competed with the Champaign Park District’s Douglass Park
camp in different fitness activities which included basketball, broom ball, relay races and other fun games and activities. Each participant not only had a great time,
but received an award for outstanding participation.

We are excited to bring this program to the Champaign-Urbana
community and look forward to seeing great results!

C-U Change Program Goals include:
• Expose enrolled youth to positive youth development programming
• Enhance self-esteem and self-confidence
• Build stronger relationships with parents, teachers and peers
• Create healthier relationship and lifestyle choices
• Improve attendance and behavior both at home and at school
• Improve attitude about school and academic performance
• Decrease likelihood of initiating drug and alcohol use and violence

PROJECT ATHLETES TEEN
ATHLETIC PROGRAM
LAUNCHES AT THE CLUB

“INVADER BOTS” ROBOTICS CLUB
ENGAGES YOUTH IN STEM EDUCATION

Launching in August, the Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club partnered with PROJECT
ATHLETES. The focus of this program is to train our junior and senior high school
members in speed and agility, body core, and flexibility to provide additional athletic training to keep them competitive with travel and club team participants.

The Club is proud to host “Invader Bots” Robotics
Club as part of the Boys & Girls Club of America
initiative to bring STEM education to our youth. We
know that job opportunities abound in the fields
of programming, robotics, technology and engineering, and this program provides a solid foundation in object-oriented programming, mechanical
engineering, teamwork and well developed critical
thinking.

The program offers mentoring and academic accountability while keeping teen
members engaged with the benefits of organized sports

SUMMER NUMBERS
SHOW GREAT GROWTH
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Learn more and get involved at www.PROJECTATHLETES.com

Fiscal Year

Summer Program
Members

After School ADA
(as of October 31st)

After School Highest
Attendance
(as of October 31st)

Total Teen Membership
(as of October 31st)

2017

239

149

236

142

2016

194

126

235

87
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Through “Invader Bots” youth can compete in
local, regional and national robotics competitions
as they learn clear thinking, develop confidence
to make decisions, the ability to work with others
as a team, the confidence to keep going despite
setbacks and the ability to see a positive future
beyond their current circumstances.
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MI SSI O N
To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach
their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens.

THANK YOU
for Opening the Door to Great
Futures for the Kids of Our Community!
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NEWSLETTER
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE
Executive Director Report

UPCOMING EVENTS, 2017
April 27: Steak N Burger/Annual Meeting

Thank you to all of our dancers, sponsors and donors for a successful C-U Dancing
With the Stars 2016. Through your generosity, we raised $300,000 for the kids at
Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club.

June 9: Golf Outing
November 3: Dancing with the Stars

Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club is proud to be announced as a
winner, out of hundreds of Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide, in
the Boys & Girls Club of America’s Teen Challenge Initiative.

YOUNG OLYMPIANS HELP KIDS
REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL

The Boys & Girls Club of America launched
a nationwide movement geared toward
raising awareness, understanding and, most
importantly, increasing teen membership in
2016 called Year of the Teen. Right now, there
is one distinct population that needs us most
– our teens, and the Don Moyer Boys & Girls
Club is serving as a leader in this initiative for
the state, region and beyond.

This fall, the Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club continues its leadership in helping youth reach
their full potential through character and leadership development. This year, over fifty 3rd
through 5th grader members are participating in this great program.
Young Olympians of Champaign County partners with the University of Illinois Recreation,
Sport & Tourism Department focus on using sports, recreation and tourism as a catalyst for
social change. The program consists of physical and cultural activities that instill the Olympic
and Paralympic values and uses the county’s numerous connections to the Olympic movement to foster personal and community development among youth at the Club.

The Club was one of two clubs from the State
of Illinois to receive a $10,000 dollar award
to continue our work in Teen Services and
activities. Year of the Teen 2016 marks the
launch of a three-year strategy designed to
recruit and retain more teens which consists
of four key priorities: Capacity, Programs,
Partnerships and Outreach. Our call to action
is to strengthen programs so that the Club
is not only a safe haven for teens, but also a
place where teens
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That’s why an important aspect of what we do
through our programs, activities and most importantly our staff and volunteers, is to help Kids know
that it’s IMPOSSIBLE to overcome life’s obstacles
and to realize their full potential. It’s so uplifting to
see how the academic support, mentoring relationships, positive recreation activities, and positive
peer engagement provided here at the Club gives
Kids the tools to improve, grow and overcome life
challenges. With the support and encouragement
of people like you, Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club is
a place where MISSION IMPOSSIBLE can be offered
each day to every Kid who comes through our
doors.
Thanks for all you do!

can engage, Club professionals and volunteers can help them successfully navigate
their journey through high school, and the
whole Club community can help them make
informed decisions affecting their lives.
We’re proud of the work we’ve done and look
forward to engaging more teens in the years
to come!

IN THIS ISSUE
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The theme of our Summer Program is a true reflection of what the work of Don Moyer Boys & Girls
Club is all about. Knowing the life circumstances of
the Kids who come through our doors, I’m struck
by some of the challenges and struggles that so
many of them face. With the Boys & Girls Club
focus of doing what it takes to particularly serve
youth who “need us most”, Kids come through our
doors who are facing academic, social, community
and family issues that for them, seem impossible to
overcome.
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