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Thank you Club donors!
You open the doors to brighter futures!
For any individual, walking into the Club for the first time on a program day, the
Club might appear as controlled chaos. Filled with kids from 6 to 16, there is a
flurry of activity as members work on homework, are in the computer lab, eat a
snack, or engage in heated game of ping pong.
For our members, in their words, they like the Club because they feel safe, are
provided with great opportunities, have lots of things to do after school, have
adult mentors, and feel loved. Those are some of the same sentiments shared by
Club Alumni who have attended over the last 50 years.

Our board members, staff, and volunteers, are deeply grateful for the continued
support of our donors. As we look forward to the next 50 years, we know we can
only accomplish our work with your continued support.
Thank you for continuing our mission to enable all young people, especially those
who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible
citizens.
If you would like to make a donation to the Club, you may use the envelope at
your table or visit us online at dmbgc.org

Reflections of Dave Lawrence
A life remembered
Dave arrived in the Champaign-Urbana area in 1968. Prior to moving to the area,
Dave was affiliated with the Joliet Boys Club, Topeka, Kansas Boys Club, the
Adolescent Unit of the Menninger Foundation (while attending Washburn University)
and one of the Union League Boys Clubs of Chicago. His experience and background
made him the best candidate to be the first executive director of the Boys Club of C-U. Dave knew
programming would be the heart of the Club and hired Terry Cole as the program director. Dave
professed it was one of the best decisions he ever made. Listing out the men who dedicated time and
resources to the Club, he shared the crucial roles played by Don Moyer, Sr., Bill Evans, and Paul Davis.
He emphasized one man who sought no celebrity but played a crucial role in the development of the
Club was long time board member Penn Nelson.
Dave shared how volunteers from all trades would come after work—to work—at the Club. Electrical,
plumbing and HVAC systems were installed by volunteer labor. The men and women of the community
sought out every possible resource necessary to prepare and provide a usable facility. Of interest was
the slanted floor, that made playing basketball a challenge. Replaced by a recycled gym floor, the
Club had an unbeatable basketball team.
Dave believed that any child could benefit from the Club, its rules and programming based on the
philosophy of sportsmanship, citizenship, academics, and community. He admitted that the Club was
“his baby” and acknowledged that nothing can ever compare or substitute the words of hearing a
grown former Club member express how their life was changed from their involvement at the Boys &
Girls Club.

DON MOYER BOYS & GIRLS
1960’S

1970’s



First Steak-N-Burger Dinner, 1988



First Duck Race, 1989



Assist in Danville Club opening,
1989

Jim Forrest Executive Director,
1978



Tim Sheehan, Executive Director,
1989

Sandy Detamore Kuhne
named first female board
president, 1979



Girls can join Club, 1989



Dave Lawrence 1st
Executive Director, 1968



Club became a United Way
Agency, 1971



Terry Cole named first
Program Director, 1968



Name changed to Don Moyer
Boy Club, 1974



Building purchased, 1968





First members come
through the doors, 1968





Club Joins national Boys
Club of America as "Boys
Club of ChampaignUrbana", 1968

1980’s

CLUB MILESTONES
1990’s

2000’s

Name changed to Don Moyer Boys & Girls
Club, 1990
Opened Club in Bloomington/Normal, 1992



Andre Arrington, Executive Director, 2001



Last Duck Race, 2007



$1.45 million renovation and construction
project, 1994



Sam Banks, Executive Director, 2012



Mahomet Satellite Facility opened, 1994



Admin Offices Remodeled, 2014



Fred Paulke, Executive Director, 1995



Gym Renovated, 2015



Elizabeth Barnett, Executive Director, 1997



DMBGC Foundation established, 2016



Sondra Libman serves as BGCA National
Representative.



Kitchen Renovated, 2016



Rantoul Summer Program, 2017




Welcome from the Executive Director
Welcome to the 2018 DMBGC Steak N Burger Dinner. This year’s
dinner features a celebration of the founding of the Club 50 years
ago.
Recently, several of the men who were the first to walk the doors in
1968 gathered at the Club. Their stories about the pride of having a
“Club Membership Card”, playing games at the Club after school,
trips to baseball games, taking on other Clubs in basketball games,
and the expressions of gratitude for the lessons learned from staff
members like Dave Lawrence, Terry Cole and others, were a
testimony to the impact the Club had on them and hundreds of youth who followed.
The wonderful group of community and business leaders who came together to meet the needs of Kids 50 years
ago, couldn’t have imagined that what they started would be so needed today. Fifty Years later, the issues “Kids
who need us Most” face today are as challenging as ever. The need for safety, support, guidance, and
opportunity, have magnified with the societal changes and complexities that have evolved since 1968.
Today, as we celebrate what was started 50 years ago, we can also recognize that the mission and work of
DMBGC will be just as needed 50 years from now. With your encouragement and support, we can assure that the
doors that were opened in 1968, are able to remain open for the next 50 years. Open for all kids. Especially those
who need us most.

Featured Speakers
Joe Stovall

Nameka Bates, Ph.D

Born on the South Side of Chicago,
Joe moved to Champaign in the late
60’s. He graduated from Central
High School in 1982, and obtained his
degree in chemistry from Illinois State
University.

As a young girl, Nameka was in
foster care and struggled with not
knowing why she was taken from
her mother.

Joe calls himself a "Club Kid." He entered the doors
of the Club in 1971. He has served on the DMBGC
Board of Directors for 13 years, and says it “was his
way of giving back to the Club a little of what it had
given to me”.
Joe credits the staff at the Club for helping him
navigate his way in the world. They were caring and
tough, but understood the challenges Club members
faced growing up. He was exposed to outside
resources that encouraged him to strive for a better
life and a better world. Joe says that he “will always
be in debt to the Club as the experience was
priceless and the journey was magical”.
Joe identifies his greatest accomplishment as being
both a loving father of two sons and a loving
husband.

Her foster mother enrolled her at
the Club to help her “get out of the
house and be active”. The Club gave her hope and
gave her back her smile. Her interactions with
DMBGC staff and UIUC college students reminded
her that she was going to be alright, and it started a
hopeful journey toward her future.
She credits the Club with planting “the seed to
always maintain close ties” to her community and
serve where needed the most.
Nameka earned her B.S. and M.S. in Sports
Management at the University of Illinois, and a Ph.D.
in Cultural, Pedagogical, and Interpretative
Kinesiology. She has extensive experience with
leadership development, organization collaborations,
and culturally specific programming. Nameka is the
Assistant Director of the Ronald McNair Program at
Illinois.

Jennifer Roscoe
Master of Ceremonies
Jennifer Roscoe’s career at WCIA-3
started as an intern in 1992 and progressed
to reporter to anchor. She's been at the desk
for the 5, 6, and 10:00 news since 2000. She
has interviewed thousands of people for
thousands of stories but her proudest
accomplishment at WCIA was starting the
"Kids to Know" and "Angels Among
Us" segments.
Jennifer was nominated for an Emmy for her
special “Angels Among Us-Where Are They
Now?” as well as winning Silver Dome Awards for Best Anchor and
Best Feature, and an AP award for Best Spot News Reporting. She
has also been the anchor for several Best Newscast
winners. Jennifer volunteers with S.O.S., the Don Moyer Boys and
Girls club, and at her children's school. She has also helped
countless organizations raise money at their fundraisers. Jennifer is
married to Toney and has two teenagers, Sophia and Tessa.

Club MC
Marshawn Bingham is 15 years old and has been a member of the
Club for about 1.5 years. Marshawn is in 9th Grade and attends
Urbana High School. Marshawn absolutely loves Don Moyer Boys
& Girls Club. His favorite parts of the Club are the relationships he
has with Club staff, being able to help the younger kids, Keystone
Club and College/Career Opportunities and the Passport to
Manhood program.
Marshawn has aspirations of attending
Indiana University or the Ohio State University majoring in
Entrepreneurship. Marshawn hopes to own his own business in the
restaurant industry.

Steven Thompson
2018 Youth of the Year
Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club is
pleased to present Steven
Thompson as the recipient of
the 2018 Youth of the Year
Award.
Steven has been a
Club member since second
grade and could be seen at
the Club most every day until
his sophomore year in High
School. He has participated in the After School
Program, Summer Day Camp, Basketball Team,
Passport to Manhood, and a majority of the
activities the club has to offer.
As a junior at Urbana High School, he is a member
of the baseball team, and has participated on
both the basketball and football teams. As a Club
member Steven matured into a leader and positive
example to other Club members. He could always
be called upon to help another Club member
when needed and assist staff when called upon.
Steven states that he appreciates most how the
Club held him to a higher standard and made him
a better person. He currently carries a 3.5 GPA at
Urbana High School and has plans to attend a four
year college to study journalism and criminal
justice.
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Special Thanks To:
SOS Ladies for making this evening’s
event a success.
Prairie Gardens for the flower
arrangements.
WDWS/WHMS

Upcoming 50th Anniversary Events
Thursday, August 9: Alumni Meet & Greet, Rafters on Bradley
Ave Champaign, Il Time: 7pm-10pm
Friday, August 10: Two events:
Block party and Club Open House, 201 E. Park St,
6pm-10pm.
 Sholem Pool Family Night and Festival, 5 pm to 9
pm
Saturday, August 11:




DMBGC 5K Race and Duck Waddle, Centennial
Park, check website for details.



CU Days, Location: Douglass Park 5th/Grove St,
Time : 12pm-4pm Tent will be in the Northwest
portion of the park

Stevie Jay Broadcasting
All of our donors who open doors to
greater futures.

Live Music provided by:
The Banks Bridgewater Lewis
Fine Arts Academy

Sunday August 12: Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club Church
Prayer Time and Club Member Recognition.

